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From Mrs. Izbicki and the HPS Staff:  
Over $4,200 was raised for Jump Rope for Heart!  Thank 
you to all who participated.  Mr. O will be handing out all 
earned trinkets to students after they have been 
quarantined and placed in a bag.  Students did an amazing 
job!  We cannot thank you enough! 

Placement input is due April 23rd.  Please use the link below to 
share your input for your child for placement.  
https://forms.gle/LWYDw4wBS8kEtbT49

Please be aware that the mask mandate will not be 
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Important Dates:

April 19th - 23rd - STEM Week 
April 26th - 30th - Spring 
Vacation 
May 4th, 5th, and 6th - 3rd 
Grade SAS testing 
Week of May 10th - Incoming 
Kindergarten Student 
Screenings 

Building Update: 

We are working on getting out 
summer work booked and 
ready to go once students and 
staff leave the building for 
summer! 

Safety Update: 

As numbers rise in our 
community we continue to 
be committed to adhering 
to our protocols.  We will 
NOT be relaxing our mask 
mandate in our schools at 
this time.  

HPS School News 
 Twitter: @ HollisPrimary 

Website: https://sites.google.com/a/sau41.org/hps/  
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relaxed in SAU 41.  We will continue with our current practices until further notice. 

May 4th, 5th, and 6th we will be administering state testing that is required per our DOE.  Only our 3rd 
grade students participate. The following week we will be holding in person Kindergarten student 
screenings.  This will be for all REGISTERED INCOMING Kindergarten students.  More information 
will be sent directly to those families that have registered.  We have quite a few busy weeks ahead of us 
after vacation.  

STEM week is next week!  All students (remote and in person) will be participating in a 
variety of activities focused on STEM skills.  This is a great way to lead into the vacation 
week!  Thank you to our STEM committee who worked hard to find activities for all to 
participate in.  It should be another fun week at HPS! 

HOLLIS PTA INFORMATION: Website address: 603hepta.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/603HEPTA/?ref=bookmarks
Twitter: https://twitter.com/HollisHawks?lang=en

Check out our cool STEM week website!  Students will be 
engaging in STEM activities all next week. 
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Specialists Monthly Communication for April 
Learning Commons/Technology: 

All grade levels are being immersed in poetry during Library time. They are reading poetry, listening to 
poetry and writing all kinds of poetry! They are trying free verse, Collage poems, Concrete poems and 
List poems. Using their senses, details and describing words in their poems has contributed to many 
incredible pieces!

Students in all grade levels continue to practice digital learning using a variety of tech tools within 
curriculum content areas.  Recently some classes have been introduced to using Raz-Kids for independent 
reading and comprehension, and Starfall as a fun new way to reinforce phonics skills. Several classes are 
working on publishing their own informational writing using Google Docs or Slides. It’s fantastic to see 
how creative and unique student work is!

Art: 

Our halls continue to be filled with colorful art as we welcome spring and new life! Grade three did an 
amazing job on their watercolor paintings! Most recently they made miniature 3-D clay creations choosing 
either food or a critter as subject matter. We “scratched and attached” parts and finished off by painting 
with watercolor. What fun we had as we made the best of a “ no kiln” year.

Grade two has taken a real liking to weaving and are creating gorgeous wall hangings! We have learned 
how to weave by repeating “over and under” as we weave weft lines through the warp lines. We have also 
added beads and rya knots for detail.

Grade one continues to learn about color groups and how they can make our art POP! We have been 
weaving paper mats with complementary or primary color schemes. We finished off our week with a 3-D 
paper sculpture whereby we learned some techniques such as “zigzag” and “spiral” to create cool 
structures. The kids also came up with quite a few of their own ideas.

Our kindergarteners have been working with oil-based pastels and watercolor paint as a lovely 
combination to create our beautiful fish and under the water scenes! We were inspired by the book 
“Rainbow Fish” and learned how to draw our own fish, outline with oil pastels, and complete with 
watercolors. The results have been simply amazing and the kids are quite proud of their accomplishments!

PE:  

Remote Learning for grades K through 3  are continuing to learn the activities of Dance, Floor 
Gymnastics Skills, Fitness Obstacle courses, Jump Rope and ball skills that relate to target games such as 
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bowling. In school lessons with Kindergarten through third grade students will combine indoor and 
outdoor activities and skills. Inside activities will include fitness and dance skills as well as warmups and 
learning volleying skills common to paddle games and volleyball like games. Students will be volleying 
balloons individually and with more of an emphasis on partnerships with the goals of increasing the 
number of volleys continually to show increased skills. Winter is hopefully behind us. We have moved into 
spring like outdoor activities such as tag, bean bag skills and games and playground activities that include 
using equipment with an emphasis on climbing and balancing skills. Second and third grades are applying 
these skills by participating in an obstacle course through the big playground. 

Math: 

If you are searching for open ended, challenging math problems, we recommend Open Middle 
(openmiddle.com).  The site is free and the problems are organized by grade level and by specific math 
strands.  All you need is a piece of paper and a pencil.  While the problems can be solved individually, it is 
fun to work with a partner or group and share thoughts and strategies.  Problems often have more than 
one solution so one problem can go a long way.  

Environmental Science: 

During April all of the students are wrapping up their units on trusty ole’ paper maps!  Each grade will 
have a variety of activities to build their map reading skills.  Maps are important!  There will be treasure 
hunts, scavenger hunts, and letterboxing adventures.  The students will learn about cardinal directions 
and everyone will have the chance to use a compass!  It is still cold out in the shaded forest so keep 
dressing warm!

Update to State Spider Bill #318.  This is our bill to nominate the Daring Jumping Spider as the New 
Hampshire State Spider and it has passed out of the Senate Committee and made it onto their consent 
calendar.  Our little spider bill has almost made it to the Governor’s desk!  This is a BIG deal, we are 
making history and the students are loving the fact that we have made it this far!

HPS Wellness: 

Students are discovering more and more about the mind - body connection.  How we think affects how 
we feel, and how we feel influences how we think and act.  It has a lot to do with the choices we make - 
eating healthy foods, staying active, getting enough rest, and having a positive attitude.  It’s all connected!  
So choose wisely to be happy and healthy! 

Reading: 

Motivating Your Reluctant Reader

“I hate reading.”  “I’m too tired to read.” “Do I have to?”  If you hear any of these comments your child 
may be a reluctant reader.  There are many reasons a child may be reluctant to read.  She may truly be too 
tired.  It may be challenging for him.  This month we are going to talk about some ways you can help 
engage your child in reading.

Keep it fun and keep it easy!
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Try reading with your child. Buddy reading is a great way to keep your child engaged, and make it    a little 
less daunting.  Take turns reading.  For example you read a page, your child reads a page, or alternate 
chapters if your child is older.

Choose a high interest book together.  Pick a series and read the first book in the series together or you 
can read it aloud, and then buddy read the next book. 

Poetry is another great option. Check out books by Shel Silverstein, Jack Prelutsky, Roald Dahl  and Calef 
Brown

Don’t be afraid if a book isn’t “quality” literature.  It’s okay if all your child wants to read is graphic novels 
or comic books. Non-Fiction is also a great choice.

The following series are often motivating to reluctant readers:

·         Piggie and Elephant                 -  The Magic Tree House

·         Captain Underpants                      -   Junie B. Jones

·          Diary of a Wimpy Kid (Grades 3+)-   Who Would Win?

·          The Amulet (Grades 3+)

Music: 

Spring is in the air! Third graders continue to work on their recorder skills and WOW do they sound 
great! White, yellow, and even some orange belts are adorning those beautiful recorders! Second and first 
graders have new rhythm play along videos. We are working on “Cat vs Dog”, “Thunder”, and “Spring - 
Vivaldi”.  These rhythm practices have faster tempo (speed)  and even some dynamic (loud/soft) markings 
as well. Kindergartners have been learning “I Shut the Door” - a fun fingerplay, and will begin to learn the 
song “Inch by Inch”.  Please continue to send your child’s music bag with them to school each day when 
they have music class. They should have their rhythm sticks, maraca, and scarf in the bag - thank you! 
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Hollis Brookline Junior Cavaliers 
Football & Cheer  

	  

No experience necessary! 
Football:  Grades 1 to 8 

Cheer:  Open to ages 5 to 18 years 

Online Registration Open at  
www.hbjrcavs.com. 

 

Due to the Covid 19 impact, there is no payment at 
the time of registration. Fees will be collected a 

week prior to the start of practice season.  Once 
registered, we will maintain communication 
updates with families regarding the season. 

 
Projected start dates: 

Cheer season to begin July 26th & Football mid-August. 
Your child will only be guaranteed a spot on a roster if 

registered.  Check website for more information. 
 

This is not a school sponsored event 



 
 

 

 
  

Step 1: Register your child for kindergarten beginning in January 
Information can be found on the school’s websites, Twitter, Hollis-Brookline Journal, 

and Hollis Brookline Community Facebook Page.  You can also pick up one at the front 
office during school hours, please call ahead of time and we will leave a packet outside for 
you to pick up.  

 
Step 2: Attend the kindergarten parent meeting (dates listed below):  
 

 Step 3: Sign your child up for a screening:  
A screening provides our kindergarten team with a snapshot of your child’s academic 

readiness, social and emotional skills, fine and gross motor development, and speech and 
language.  A team of professionals are on hand which include; Kindergarten Teacher, 
Reading Specialist, Math Specialist, Speech Pathologist, and Occupational Therapist.  A 
follow up letter after the screening will be sent to families. 

 
Step 4: Classroom placement / follow up letter from the school?  
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the building principal.  

  
 
  
 
 
 



 
**Grade placement is a team decision and using the screening and developmental 
history forms help to provide information.  Please DO NOT request a grade level 
when registering, rather, notify the front office that you would like to discuss grade 
placement with administration once screenings are complete.  
 
  

This informational guide was developed in collaboration with SAU 41 administrators, kindergarten 
representatives, and local preschool representatives. 

All decisions are compliant with Kindergarten State Law, RSA 193:1, Enrollment and Redshirting in 
New Hampshire. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hollis Primary School  

 
(603) 324-5995   

Richard Maghakian Memorial 
School  

 
(603) 673-4640 

Kindergarten Information Night  
Via Zoom 

 TBD  
Screening Dates: 

TBD 

Kindergarten Information Night 
Via Zoom 

 TBD  
Screening Dates: 

TBD 



    Ready for Kindergarten?     
 
Physical Development 

● Can balance on one foot, hop, and skip 
● Can sit in a chair at a table for 10 minutes 
● Can sit on a bench at a table for 20 minutes (lunch) 
● Can hold a pencil or crayon with a tripod grasp (not entire fist) 

 
Self Care 

● Can dress self - buttons, zippers, jackets, working toward tying shoes 
● Can open backpack, snacks, water bottles, and containers independently 
● Can use bathroom appropriately and wipe 
● Can use a tissue and wash hands 

 
Communication and Language 

● Tells a simple story about him/herself using full sentences 
● Speaks clearly and audibly 
● Asks for help when needed 
● Generally speaks correctly (some verb tenses and sounds are still developmental) 
● Can use words to describe how they are feeling 
● Can maintain eye contact with a peer or adult 

 
Following Directions 

● Can follow a 2 step direction (put your shoes on and get your jacket) 
● Can play a board/card game with a friend or small group 
● More likely to agree with rules 

 
Social/Emotional 

● Can wait for a turn 
● Can tell what’s real and what’s make-believe 
● Wants to be with and please friends 
● Shows more independence (willing to go play with a peer at the park, visit a neighbor, etc.) 
● Shows a wide range of emotions 
● Able to focus on one activity for more than 5 minutes 
● Able to respond appropriately to peers and adults 

 
Learning 

● Familiar with most uppercase and some lowercase letters 
● Can write and read own name 
● Basic colors and shapes 
● Knows numbers 1-5 and can count to 10 
● Can draw a person with 6 body parts 
● Shows progress on newly introduced skills and maintains skills already learned 

 
*Please remember that each child develops differently and reaches milestones at a slightly different rate than others. If you have multiple 
concerns about the above, please speak to your child’s teacher or pediatrician. 
 
 



 

TO: DOE Partners DATE: April 17, 2012 
 

- TUESDAY TELEGRAPH – 
    

     

News from the Office of Early Childhood Education at the DOE 
 

Kindergarten in New Hampshire - a dedicated issue to current practice 
 

1. Kindergarten as a State Law in New Hampshire - required offering; optional attendance 
 

2. Compulsory Attendance in New Hampshire Age 6 - full time program RSA 193:1 3. Kindergarten 
Enrollment, Redshirting and the Reality in New Hampshire 
4. Kindergarten Enrollment: Awareness, Best Practice; Recommendations for 

 

Districts, Parents and Communities 
 

1. Kindergarten as a State Law in New Hampshire - Effective with the 2010-2011 school years, every 
public school district in New Hampshire is required to offer a minimum of a half-day Kindergarten program. 
The cut-off enrollment date is set locally by each district. In addition, each community decides if it will offer 
a full day or half-day educational program. The state adequacy formula for funding Kindergarten states that 
no kindergarten pupil shall count as more than 1⁄2 day attendance per calendar year (RSA 198:38 I.) 
Therefore, regardless of the local decision to offer a full or half-day program, the State pays for half-day. 
Kindergarten programs are to immediately precede other elementary grades and be designed primarily for 
five year olds. 

 

2. Compulsory Attendance in New Hampshire begins at age 6 - RSA 193:1 - Duty of Parent; Compulsory 
Attendance by Pupil. - A parent of any child at least 6 years of age and under 18 years of age shall cause 
such child to attend the public school to which the child is assigned in the child's resident district. Such 
child shall attend     

  

 
 

 
 



 

full time when such school is in session unless: attending another public school 
outside the district, receiving a home education (RSA 193-A), the district 
superintendent has excused a child for extenuating circumstances, the child is 
attending public or private school located in another state, exempt due to RSA 193:5, 
and other reasons exceeding the developmentally appropriate norms of Kindergarten 
such as achieving a GED and other advancements. A child who reaches the sixth 
birthday after September 30 shall not be required to attend school under the 
provisions of this section until the following school year. 

 

3. Kindergarten Enrollment, Redshirting and the Reality in New Hampshire - The 
intentional practice of allowing children an extra year of maturity by “holding back” at 
age five, or redshirting, often backfires in New Hampshire because of the way our 
laws are constructed. New Hampshire law intentionally requires districts to offer a 
minimum of half- day Kindergarten for five year olds. Attendance laws intentionally 
allow parents to “opt out” of public Kindergarten programs and begin compulsory 
education at age six, full day, first grade. Because many are unfamiliar with the 
regulations, they are surprised to discover their local schools requiring a youngster 
who turns six before September 30th, and has never attended Kindergarten, to be 
enrolled in first grade. This is correct according to state law. The only option a 
principal may have for a full day public program, according to state law, is if the 
district offers full day Kindergarten. Then, according to state law, compulsory 
education full time at age six can be achieved in a full day Kindergarten program. The 
advantage parents seek by giving a youngster time to mature is often met with 
confusion, misunderstanding and dismay. Building administrators who seek to provide 
the best educational experience for a child are bound to uphold our State laws. 

 
 

 

4. Kindergarten Enrollment: Awareness, Best Practice; Recommendations for 
Districts, Parents and Communities - All districts are encouraged to conduct a 
Kindergarten policy audit to align their current practices with the new regulations. 
Kindergarten enrollment policy should include readiness criteria, screening tools, cut 
off dates, and a clear process for individual consideration, exceptions and appeals. 
Policy should consider 21st Century family life and the optimal educational experience 
for children who have attended full day programs for several years in advance of 
public education. Districts are encouraged to communicate their local policies to child 
care programs in their area for increased community awareness amongst parents 
who are unfamiliar with public education rules and procedures. This is especially 
important for first time parents to local districts and currently enrolled children with 
younger siblings whose parents had a different experience with their first child due to 
different laws. 

 

Current Kindergarten enrollment cut-off dates in New Hampshire range from August 
15th - December 31st. Parents, child care providers and service providers in early 
childhood are encouraged to make contact with local SAU offices for information on 



  
 

     

current Kindergarten enrollment practices, including the offering of half-day or full day 
programming. These decisions vary greatly in New Hampshire and from year to year 
based on budgets and enrollment. All private and public providers for young children 
are encouraged to update their practical information regarding local Kindergarten 
policies annually, in order to continuously meet the needs of young children, without 
shock or disappointment...because things do change. 

 

Patty Ewen 
Patricia Bradley Ewen, M.Ed. Office of Early Childhood Education NH Department of Education 
101 Pleasant Street 
Concord, NH 03301 Patricia.Ewen@doe.nh.gov 
w - (603) 271-3841  
fax (603) 271-7381 
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